Alberto Quintanilla

From: David Bonaccorsi <DBonaccorsi@3blawfirm.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 11:13 AM

To: citycouncil

Subject: June 1 Council Agenda: Item 5B: Safe Parking Host Sites Ordinance

Dear Mayor Mei and Honorable Members of the Fremont City Council:

| support the staff and Planning Commission recommendation to adopt the Safe Parking Host Sites Ordinance at
tonight’s City Council meeting. I’'m pleased to see in the staff report that the City would allocate $340,000 of
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to church facilities to provide some basic amenities. But this highlights
that passing an ordinance is an important first step — but only just the first step . CDBG funding will be inadequate to the
need for safe parking citywide as most nonprofits do not have the financial capacity to provide the social safety net
infrastructure needed that only a City can provide and allocate where the need is greatest. The CDBG funding is
therefore sadly merely a stop-gap in providing basic amenities — such as sanitation services - but falls far short in
providing the needed funding for essential wrap-around supportive services to transition this population back to
permanent housing. Indeed, if all the City ever does is pass this ordinance it will merely be a band aid that won’t cover a
wound that is only increasing in a looming crisis of increased homelessness.

That is why | support the Planning Commission’s recommendation to accelerate for consideration and formal direction
addressing the remaining two prongs of the City staff’s three-pronged “Safe Parking Strategy” namely as the staff report
summarizes: “(2) meeting people where they are parked with managed street parking zones, and (3)
developing a City-owned or leased safe parking site.”

We are soon approaching the lifting of a Statewide eviction moratorium for residential tenants on June 30,
2021 under SB 91. 50% of our neighbors experiencing homelessness in Fremont live in a RV or passenger
car based on the last Point-in-Time count conducted in 2019. But 2019 is ancient history as a more

recent point-in-time count had to be deferred for public health reasons due to the pandemic. So the 2019
figures likely underestimates both the number of unhoused in RVs/passenger cars and the increase above
50% of the overall percentage of unhoused persons. And despite the rhetoric you often hear from
opponents, they are indeed our Fremont neighbors. Staff cites recent surveys showing that
“approximately 70% of the unhoused persons living in vehicles in the City were last permanently
housed in Fremont.” (bold added.)

The eviction moratorium has also held in place a population of tenants who will be displaced through
eviction proceedings. Putting together a proposal first rather than waiting for identifiable funding sources
like is critical. Some on Council back in February expressed concern that our surrounding communities
need to step up and take care of the issue; that somehow, the HNC is the end-all, be-all of our City’s
commitment to our unhoused neighbors. Since February, Union City has done so as reported last week:
Union City was awarded a $1.5 million grant from the State to cover the cost of its own CAREavan
project. This funding was made possible only because Union City acted with a formal grant application
and did not defer consideration. Union City is also one-third the size of Fremont - a comparable $4.5
million grant to Fremont would do wonders in fully funding all three prongs of the Safe Parking

Strategy. We would go from this ordinance hoping for volunteer organization to step up to provide
parking spaces to meeting the goal of transitioning our unhoused neighbors back into permanent housing.

Please quickly adopt and implement the Safe Parking Sites Ordinance. I commend the Council for taking
this matter up so quickly after Planning Commission had heard this matter on its May 13t agenda. Please
act with the same urgency to get ahead of the curve of massive Fremont tenant location in agendizing as
action items the remaining two prongs of the Safe Parking Strategy before the August recess.



David P. Bonaccorsi, Esq.

Bernard, Balgley & Bonaccorsi, LLP
3900 NewPark Mall Road, Third Floor
Newark, CA 94560

510.791.1888 (phone)

510.791.8008 (fax)
www.3blawfirm.com




Alberto Quintanilla

From: Mari-Lyn Harris <mari-lyn@heartatworkonline.org>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 12:59 PM

To: citycouncil

Subject: RE: agenda item 5B

| support and vote for more money to be allocated to safe parking.. you can’t expect churches and
other non-profits to pick up the slack, when it’s the city’s responsibility.

| recommend supporting the ordinance WITH the amendments proposed by the Planning Commission,
which include:

include “private sites” (e.g. all commercial, industrial, or residential sites) as additional locations
where safe parking is a permitted accessory use

promote simplicity for potential applicants and minimize barriers to entry into the program, such as by
removing some performance standards from the ordinance and instead providing them to religious
facilities as guidelines

move quickly on to the other two prongs of the safe parking strategy (one prong is providing support
(like outhouses and dumpsters) and explicit legalization for where people are already parking, and the
other prong is a city-maintained safe parking site)

Mari-lyn Harris

Mari-Lyn Harris
CKO |Wish Master
Heart@Work
510-320-8332

Create an Impactful Legacy Podcast
https://podcasts.heartatworkonline.org
https://anchor.fm/impactfullegacy

Be on the Podcast Show
https://go.oncehub.com/Mari-Lyn

Join the Virtual Kindness@Work Business Conference -
https://kindnessatwork.us
July 26 - 28th, 2021

#Kindnessmatters



Alberto Quintanilla

From: Marie Hughes <macmadame@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 2:31 PM

To: citycouncil

Subject: | support the the Safe Parking Sites Ordinance

Dear Mayor Mei and Honorable Members of the Fremont City Council:

I support the staff and Planning Commission recommendation to adopt the Safe Parking Host Sites
Ordinance at tonight’s City Council meeting and urge you to pass it.

I am also pleased to see in the staff report that the City would allocate $340,000 of Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) to church facilities to provide some basic amenities. Itis a good start.

Unfortunately this funding is inadequate to meet the need for a city-wide safe parking program as most
nonprofits do not have the financial capacity to provide the social safety net infrastructure needed to make a
safe parking program successful. It is about more than giving them a place to park and hoping for the best.
They need wrap-around services to help them transition to permanent housing.

That is why I support the Planning Commission’s recommendation to accelerate for consideration and
formal direction the remaining two prongs of the City staff’s three-pronged “Safe Parking Strategy” as
the staff report summarizes: “(2) meeting people where they are parked with managed street parking zones,
and (3) developing a City-owned or leased safe parking site.”

[ am also concerned because we are fast approaching the lifting of a Statewide eviction moratorium for
residential tenants under SB 91. We have all seen the proliferation of RV parking all over the city as the
pandemic has progressed. Here in Niles, the number of RVs parked at Vallejo Mills park has doubled in a very
short time! Once the eviction moratorium is lifted, our streets will be inundated with people living in their
cars and RVs.

We need to be proactive to prevent this!
Union City is also one-third the size of Fremont yet has managed to obtain a $1.5 million grand from the State
to cover the cost of its own CAREavan project. Fremont needs to do the same! A comparible grant would do so

much to get us to the goal of having a City-sponsored Safe Parking program.

Please quickly adopt and implement the Safe Parking Sites Ordinance.

I commend the Council for taking this matter up so quickly after the Planning Commission had heard this
matter on its May 13th agenda. Please act with the same urgency to get ahead of the curve of massive tenant
relocation. This means agendizing as action items the remaining two prongs of the Safe Parking Strategy as
soon as possible.

Thank you very much,

Marie Hughes
Niles Canyon



Alberto Quintanilla

From: Sandra Moore <a440too@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 3:53 PM

To: citycouncil

Subject: Urgent request Safe Parking

June, 1, 2021

3:54 PM

Dear Mayor Mei and Honorable Members of the Fremont City Council:

As per theFremont For Everyone advocacy for our families in need during a Pandemic and economic
turmoil, I will utilize the words of my colleagues concerned for the wellbeing of families that are
currently displaced, and those that will be displaced from the lifting of the Rent Moratoriums.

My observations are that many have displaced not knowing their rights, and putting themselves, their
family at risk, and shifting their living from housed to becoming unhoused, or living in their campers, or
cars. | have witnessed an immediate acceleration of new unhoused individuals within the Fremont
parameters. As an advocate and trying to find housing for others during the Pandemic, I found that it was
a challenge to do so. A few unsuccessful attempts at helping others, but, it is all [ could do, with the
resources available.

The below is a copy and my sentiments regarding the urgent need for Safe Parking along with long term
solutions for our residents.

"I support the staff and Planning Commission recommendation to adopt the Safe Parking Host Sites
Ordinance at tonight’s City Council meeting. 'm pleased to see in the staff report that the City would
allocate $340,000 of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to church facilities to provide some
basic amenities. But this highlights that passing an ordinance is an important first step - but only just the
first step . CDBG funding will be inadequate to the need for safe parking citywide as most nonprofits do
not have the financial capacity to provide the social safety net infrastructure needed that only a City can
provide and allocate where the need is greatest. The CDBG funding is therefore sadly merely a stop-gap in
providing basic amenities - such as sanitation services - but falls far short in providing the needed
funding for essential wrap-around supportive services to transition this population back to permanent
housing. Indeed, if all the City ever does is pass this ordinance it will merely be a band aid that won’t
cover a wound that is only increasing in a looming crisis of increased homelessness.

That is why I support the Planning Commission’s recommendation to accelerate for consideration and
formal direction addressing the remaining two prongs of the City staff’s three-pronged “Safe Parking
Strategy” namely as the staff report summarizes: “(2) meeting people where they are parked with
managed street parking zones, and (3) developing a City-owned or leased safe parking site.”

We are soon approaching the lifting of a Statewide eviction moratorium for residential tenants on June
30,2021 under SB 91. 50% of our neighbors experiencing homelessness in Fremont live in a RV or
passenger car based on the last Point-in-Time count conducted in 2019. But 2019 is ancient history as a
more recent point-in-time count had to be deferred for public health reasons due to the pandemic. So the
2019 figures likely underestimates both the number of unhoused in RVs/passenger cars and the increase
above 50% of the overall percentage of unhoused persons. And despite the rhetoric you often hear from
opponents, they are indeed our Fremont neighbors. Staff cites recent surveys showing that
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“approximately 70% of the unhoused persons living in vehicles in the City were last permanently housed
in Fremont.” (bold added.)

The eviction moratorium has also held in place a population of tenants who will be displaced through
eviction proceedings. Putting together a proposal first rather than waiting for identifiable funding
sources is critical.

Some on Council back in February expressed concern that our surrounding communities need to step up
and take care of the issue; that somehow, the HNC is the end-all, be-all of our City’s commitment to our
unhoused neighbors. Since February, Union City has done so as reported last week: Union City was
awarded a $1.5 million grant from the State to cover the cost of its own CAREavan project. This funding
was made possible only because Union City acted with a formal grant application and did not defer
consideration.

Union City is also one-third the size of Fremont - a comparable $4.5 million grant to Fremont would do
wonders in fully funding all three prongs of the Safe Parking Strategy. We would go from this ordinance
hoping for volunteer organization to step up to provide parking spaces to meeting the goal of
transitioning our unhoused neighbors back into permanent housing.

Please quickly adopt and implement the Safe Parking Sites Ordinance. I commend the Council for taking
this matter up so quickly after Planning Commission had heard this matter on its May 13th agenda.
Please act with the same urgency to get ahead of the curve of massive Fremont tenant relocation in
agendizing as action items the remaining two prongs of the Safe Parking Strategy before the August
recess."

Thank you for your efforts and time to reduce human suffering for all.
Sincerely,

Sandra Moore
Fremont Resident since 1971, Aging in Place



